
Arcuri Announces $301,128 in Local Fire Grants

  

Washington, DC -- U.S. Representative Michael A. Arcuri (D-Utica) today announced $301,128
for three local fire departments to enhance first responder preparedness through the U.S.
Department of Homeland Security’s (DHS) Assistance to Firefighters Grant Program (AFGP).  

  

“I am pleased to announce these funds to provide local fire departments with the resources they
need to make critical upgrades such as purchasing new training equipment and making
necessary firehouse upgrades,” said Arcuri, a member of the Congressional Fire Services
Caucus . “These grants allow local first responders, many of
them volunteers, to improve their already heroic efforts to protect our communities. I am also
proud to announce that the House of Representatives recently passed legislation to help
volunteer first responders by increasing tax assistance for these community heroes. I will
continue working in Washington to ensure that local first responders have the resources they
need to keep us safe.”

  

$27,645 for the Cortlandville Fire District (Cortland County)

  

The Cortlandville Fire Department will use this grant to purchase and construct training props
for their regional training center, which provides certification programs for the entire county. This
grant will allow the Cortlandville Fire District to obtain hands-on training equipment so that local
first responders can get their national firefighter one and two certificates, as well as firefighter
survival, Firefighter Assistance Search Team (FAST), and truck certifications. 

  

“This will allow us to get everything we need so when people leave our program, they are ready
to immediately start contributing to their fire departments,” said Brian Pendell, Vice President
of the Cortlandville Fire Department
. “It will allow us to construct a roof simulator to simulate what it would be like to work on a roof
– building student confidence in these skills. We provide knowledge, skills, and abilities to
departments around the area.” 

  

$144,076 for the Trumansburg Fire Company (Tompkins County)

  

The Trumansburg Fire Company will use its grant to install a sprinkler system in the firehouse,
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buy two more AED devises, purchase new turnout gear, and acquire two tower lift stretchers
that are raised and lowered through battery operated hydraulics. 

  

“By having these grants available, we are able to buy the big-ticket items and save the
taxpayers from having to,” said Jason Fulton, Trumansburg Fire Company Fire Chief.

  

$129,407 for the Waterloo Volunteer Fire Company, Inc. (Seneca County)

  

The Waterloo Volunteer Fire Company will use the grant to outfit its four diesel trucks with
diesel exhaust filtering systems, decreasing exhaust fumes and creating a cleaner environment.
The Fire Company will also purchase twelve new air pacs and twenty-two sets of full gear to
bring all members up to standard.  

  

“The AFGP program is great and we’d like to thank Congressman Arcuri and our Senators for
allowing this program and we hope they will continue to support it,” said Mark Shaw, Treasurer
of the Waterloo Volunteer Fire Company
. “These grants help the fire departments and municipalities, which in turn helps local
taxpayers.”

  

The Assistance to Firefighters Grant Program (AFGP) awards grants to firefighters, emergency
response personnel and first responders to enhance response capabilities and to more
effectively protect the health and safety of first responders and the citizens in their communities.
AFGP grants provide resources for training, first responder health and safety programs, and
response equipment and vehicles. 

  

Since 2004, AFGP has provided a total of almost $2.2 billion nationwide to first-responder
organizations to purchase response equipment, personal protective equipment, and vehicles. In
fiscal year 2007, AFGP will award approximately $490 million directly to fire departments and
EMS organizations to enhance their response capabilities. 

  

In March, Arcuri joined 100 Members of Congress in writing to the House Homeland Security
Appropriations Subcommittee requesting additional funding for the AFG Program as well as
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Staffing for Adequate Fire and Emergency Response (SAFER) grants that provide assistance to
local departments to increase the number of first responders. 

  

In June, the House passed the fiscal year 2008 Homeland Security Appropriations bill, which
included a substantial increase in funding for AFGP and SAFER.  The bill includes $800 million
for AFGP in fiscal year 2008.

  

###

 3 / 3


